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Welcome Back

Start Writing - Right Now
The beginning of the year as you are working on your "Getting to Know Each
Other" activities, remember those projects can be used to send to your
Sister School to share with your student's pen pals. This T-shirt template is
one of many to choose from on our Pinterest page, or use your own
favorite. It is not necessary, but a treat for your Sister School would be to
send copies of the template you use for them to fill out and return. Click
here to go to Opportunity Education Pinterest Page.

Letter Writing Guidelines

Show a visual of what a friendly letter will look like. Copies of examples and/or
copies of the model with parts of a letter labeled. Next discuss the parts of the letter
with actions and verbal repetitions as students look at the labels on the board.
Show where the heading will be on the paper. Have students tap their head and
repeat, "heading". Explain the purpose of the heading. you want your pen pal to
know when you wrote the letter.
Greeting: Ask students to say, "greeting" and kiss their fingers as if they are
blowing a kiss. Tell them the greeting is what they would first say to their pen pal if

they were meeting him/her.
Body: Ask students to run their hands down their body from their head to their toes
and say, "body". Explain that the body is where they get to share what they have to
say and ask questions for their pen pal to answer. Explain that you will come back to
this and talk about ideas to write about in the body.
Closing: Ask students to pretend they are zipping or buttoning a jacket or sweater
up as they repeat, "closing". Remind students this is where they say good bye.
Signature: Ask students to stamp their foot, clap their hands, or maybe even trace
their own signature in the air with their fingers as they say, "signature".
Repeat the parts of the letter with the actions several times to help students
remember the parts.
Develop ideas for the body of the letter: Talk with students about what they might
want to share in their letter. Suggestions include an introduction to themselves,
description of where they live, their school, family, hobbies,and interest. Write their
ideas on the board allowing students to choose which topics they would like to write
a paragraph about.
Proceed with the writing, reviewing the parts of a letter as you go. If writing an entire
letter the first time is overwhelming to students, you may want to make it easier by
using one of the following modifications:
You could make a group letter which you can model on the board at the same
time.
You can choose a main idea for each paragraph and ask students to write
three sentences for each paragraph.
You can have students as a class decide on the first two sentences of each
paragraph and have students write the third sentence independently.
You can have students decide as a class the content of all three sentences in
each paragraph with students filling in just one or two words.
Example: If the paragraph is about "my school" you can have students write three
sentences about school or decide as a class what the sentences should be with
students filling in the blank on a sentence about their favorite subject. "My favorite
subject at school is ___________." (To extend the paragraph they could write their
own sentence about why their favorite subject is their favorite.)
When the letters are done, allow students to draw pictures and decorate their letter.
If possible, attach a picture of the student to the letter they wrote or ask each
student to write their name on a separate piece of paper and hold it in front of them
while taking small group pictures to send.

For more specific guidelines and information regarding starting the Sister School
program in your school, please visit our website or click on the following link to
Sister School Resources on the site:
Visit our Sister School Resources!

Focus on Schools

Care English Medium School today has a total population of 268 students ages
between Nursery and Primary 7. It was established in 2009 by John Falbert to meet

the learning needs of the community. The school employs 16 teachers and is
equipped with 4 classrooms. Annual student fees are the principal income for the
school. Care English Medium School faces issues such as a lack of computers,
books and science facilities. The school is looking forward to developing
opportunities for staff and for students through Opportunity Education.

Welcome New Schools
Ascension Catholic School
Aurora High School
Rockbrook Elementary School
St. Anthony Catholic School
St. Augustine Indian Mission
Sts. Peters and Paul
Valentine Middle School

This School Needs Pen Pals
The letter from John to their Sister School is from this school. They need a new
Sister School, as their previous school is no longer active.

