
 

Socratic Seminar Guide and Rubric 
 ​   MAKE A COPY OF THIS DOCUMENT AND SAVE IT TO YOUR OWN DRIVE. 

You and your classmates will be leading a Socratic seminar. A Socratic seminar puts you in the 
driver’s seat for a discussion based on inquiry and questioning, all for the pursuit of deeper 
understanding of the text we have been studying. 

A successful Socratic seminar depends on thorough preparation, higher-order questions, and 
everyone’s participation. This guide will walk you through your preparation so you are ready and 
excited to dive into discussion when the time comes.  

Below is an overview of each step you will complete to prepare for the seminar: 

Socratic Seminar Guide   

Socratic Seminar Reference Sheet  

Step 1  
Complete the Socratic Seminar Reference Sheet. You will be able to reference this sheet 
during the seminar to support your position and keep conversation moving forward.  

​  

Step 2 Complete the readiness reflection and receive teacher feedback. ​  

Socratic Seminar Questions  

 Step 3 Create thoughtful, open-ended questions (not yes or no questions) that you can bring to 
the seminar to drive discussion about the memoir.  

​  

 Step 4 Participate in a peer to peer question exchange to brainstorm ideas and receive peer 
feedback.  

​  

Step 5 Complete the readiness reflection and receive teacher feedback. Revise your questions.  ​  

The Socratic Seminar 

Step 6 Review the guidelines to prepare for the Socratic seminar.  ​  

Step 7 
Review the rubric for the Socratic seminar. Highlight key words and circle any words or 

phrases you don’t understand. Then, complete the Rubric Reflection Sort that follows.  
​  

Step 8 
Actively participate in a Socratic seminar during class on ________________ [date of seminar].  
Complete the Outer Circle Note Catcher.  

​  

Socratic Seminar Reflective Writing  

Step 9 Complete the Socratic Seminar Reflective Writing.  ​  
 

    ​    Unit 3 Summative Assessment: Bearing Witness  1 



 

 

Step 1  
Complete the Socratic Seminar Reference Sheet. You will be able to reference this sheet during 
the seminar to support your position and keep conversation moving forward.  

SOCRATIC SEMINAR REFERENCE SHEET   

Directions: Review your dialectical journal, your annotations, and/or the memoir and then complete 
the following table to create a reference sheet that you can use during the seminar.  

Who? List and briefly describe the major characters.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Where 
and/or 
when?  

Describe the setting: time period and location(s).  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Conflicts 
 

Describe the main conflict in the memoir.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Themes 
 

Describe one theme or life lesson present in the memoir. 
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Key Details 
and 
Moments 
 

Make a list of 2-3 key details and/or moments that are crucial for understanding the memoir.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Resolution 
 

Describe how the story ends, the author’s conclusion, the resolution of the problem, the 
immediate consequences, etc. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Quotations Copy down 3-4 quotations from the memoir that you find powerful or striking. Explain why.  
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Your 
Reactions 

Choose a different moment or passage in response to each question. Explain why you chose it, 

using specific details to support your opinion. 

●​ Which moment do you remember or call to mind immediately when you think of this 

memoir? Why?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

●​ Which moment was the most inspiring or emotionally intense? Why? 
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Step 2 Complete the readiness reflection and receive teacher feedback. 

 
 READINESS REFLECTION 

Reflect on the preparation you’ve done so far in completing the Socratic Seminar Reference Sheet. 
Rate how prepared you feel to demonstrate each skill listed below. 

(Scale: 1=not at all prepared to 4=very prepared) 

1.​ I will be able to speak confidently and demonstrate a thorough understanding of the memoir.  

1                            2                            3                            4 

 

2.​  I will be able to clearly express my own opinions with supporting evidence.  

1                            2                            3                            4 

 

What more do you need to do to prepare? 

 

 

 

 FEEDBACK FROM TEACHER 
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 Step 3 Create thoughtful, open-ended questions (not yes or no questions) that you can bring to the 
seminar to drive discussion about the memoir.  

SOCRATIC SEMINAR QUESTIONS 

Use your Socratic Seminar Reference Sheet to develop open-ended, thought provoking questions 
about the memoir to use during the seminar. Each question must reference a specific quotation or 
passage from the memoir. Review the guidelines below before writing your questions.  

Guideline Non-Example Example 

Start your questions with "How" 
or "Why" 

These words help you ask questions 

that don’t have just one right 

answer. 

 🚫 What setting does the author 
describe in the memoir? 

✅ Why do you think the author 
chose this setting? 

Avoid “yes” or “no” questions 
 
Make sure someone can’t just 
answer “yes” or “no” and be done. If 
more than one answer is possible, 
you’re probably doing it right! 

🚫Does this quote show that 
Jacqueline Woodson changes as she 
grows up? 
“I believe in one day and someday 
and this perfect moment called 
Now” (Woodson 271). 

 ✅ Consider this quotation: “I believe 
in one day and someday and this 
perfect moment called Now” 
(Woodson 271).  
How does Woodson (the author) 
change as she grows up? What does 
this quote say about her hopes? 

Ask about big ideas, not facts 
 
Focus on themes, character 
motivations, or messages—not just 
what happened. 

🚫 What happens to the family in 
this story? 

 ✅ What does the memoir say about 
identity or family? 

 
Use quotations to spark discussion 
and support your ideas 

🚫Did Elie lose his faith?  ✅ Consider this quotation: “Never 

shall I forget those flames which 

consumed my faith forever” 

(Wiesel 34). This quotation marks 

a big turning point. How and why is 

Elie’s faith changing? 

Make connections 
 
Try connecting the text to other 
ideas, books, or real life. 

🚫Have you ever faced a challenge? ✅ Example: “How does this 
character’s experience compare to 
challenges people face today?” 
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Draft your questions in the table below. At least one of your questions must be a connection to 
another text or real world event.  

Draft your questions  Does this question… 

 
​ start with "How" or "Why"? 
​ avoid a “yes” or “no” answer?  
​ ask about big ideas, not facts from the text?  
​ include a quotation to spark discussion? 

 
​ start with "How" or "Why"? 
​ avoid a “yes” or “no” answer?  
​ ask about big ideas, not facts from the text?  
​ include a quotation to spark discussion? 

 
​ start with "How" or "Why"? 

​ avoid a “yes” or “no” answer?  

​ ask about big ideas, not facts from the text?  

​ include a quotation to spark discussion? 

 
​ start with "How" or "Why"? 
​ avoid a “yes” or “no” answer?  
​ ask about big ideas, not facts from the text?  
​ include a quotation to spark discussion? 

 
​ start with "How" or "Why"? 
​ avoid a “yes” or “no” answer?  
​ ask about big ideas, not facts from the text?  
​ include a quotation to spark discussion? 

 
​ start with "How" or "Why"? 
​ avoid a “yes” or “no” answer?  
​ ask about big ideas, not facts from the text?  
​ include a quotation to spark discussion? 
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 Step 4 Participate in a peer to peer question exchange to brainstorm ideas and receive peer feedback.  

Directions: Add your questions to the class list we are compiling. Then, choose three questions from 
the class list (not your own!). Copy them into the table below and answer them. Then, provide 
feedback for the student on the question.   

Question from the class list 
(copy it down)  

Your answer to this question (use 
specific evidence from the text) 

Feedback on this question  
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Step 5 Complete the readiness reflection and receive teacher feedback. Revise your questions.  

 

READINESS REFLECTION 

Reflect on the questions you created, your answers to your classmates’ questions, and any feedback 
you received.  

1.​ Which of your questions is the strongest and most thought-provoking? Why? 

 

 

 

2.​ Which of your questions are you least confident about sharing? Why? 

 

 

 

3.​ Revise your questions as needed and share them with me.  

 

 

 FEEDBACK ON QUESTIONS FROM YOUR TEACHER  
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Step 6 Review the guidelines to prepare for the Socratic seminar.  

THE SOCRATIC SEMINAR 

You and your classmates will be leading a Socratic seminar on the memoir. A Socratic seminar puts 
you in the driver’s seat for a discussion based on inquiry and questioning, all for the pursuit of 
deeper understanding of the memoir.  

How does a Socratic seminar work? 

You and your classmates lead, guide, and keep the conversation moving forward. As the teacher, I do 
not run the discussion or tell you what to say or discuss next. 

You do NOT need to raise your hands or wait to be called on before speaking. However, let courtesy 
dictate when it is a good time to jump in.  

You are encouraged to respectfully argue, question, disagree and/or state an opinion. 

There will be an inner circle (discussion participants) and an outer circle (observers and note 
takers). Halfway through class, the inner circle and outer circle will switch so that all students will 
have an opportunity to be both a discussion participant and an observer/note taker.  
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Inner circle responsibilities Outer circle responsibilities  

●​ Come prepared with your Socratic Seminar 

Reference Sheet, your questions, and the text.  

●​ Participate actively in seminar discussion.  

●​ Treat other students’ responses with courtesy and 

respect 

●​ Support statements with references to the memoir.  

●​ Make connections to what the previous person has 

said. (This is called flow.) 

●​ Stick to the point currently under discussion, but 

make notes about ideas you want to come back to. 

●​ Keep your mind open to different points of view. Be 

willing to change or revise your opinion with the 

addition of more information or for compelling 

reasons.  

●​ Use the Socratic Seminar Sentence Starters if you 

need help questioning, responding, and transitioning 

during the seminar 

●​ Listen closely to the inner circle’s 

discussion. 

●​ Take notes in the Outer Circle Note Catcher 

on critical ideas, interesting insights, or 

points that are up for debate. 

●​ Take notes on any points or perspectives 

that did not get mentioned (but that you 

would like to discuss or use to weigh in on 

the conversation). 

●​ Make connections between your ideas and 

the ideas being discussed in the inner circle. 

Take notes on those connections. What else 

would you add to this conversation? 

●​ After the seminar, turn in your Outer Circle 

Note Catcher along with your Socratic 

Seminar Reference Sheet and questions.  

Do we all need to agree or come to a conclusion in the end? 

No, the purpose of the seminar is to share questions and inspire discussion, which then provokes 
new questions, not for everyone to agree. You will express thoughts, ideas, and opinions, actively 
responding to one another and the films.  

Your goal is inquiry, not deciding whether answers are right or wrong. The only wrong answer is 
one which wholly contradicts reason or is not based in the reality of the films. 

What if someone asks the same questions I had?  

During the seminar, if someone asks one of your questions before you get a chance to, then you must 
ask a different one of the three you have written down. 

If all five of your questions get asked before you can pose one, then you must think of a unique 
question that hasn’t been asked yet.  
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SOCRATIC SEMINAR SENTENCE STARTERS  

If you’re in the inner circle and you’re stuck, use the sentence starters in the table below to move 
the discussion forward.  

Contribute ●​ I noticed… 
●​ I wondered… 
●​ I find it interesting that… 

Agree ●​ I agree with … and would like to add… 
●​ Our thinking matches up because … 
●​ I was thinking the same thing when… 

Disagree ●​ One part I didn’t agree with is… 
●​ I see what you are saying, but… 
●​ I don’t think that is right because… 

Support ●​ I can support this with… 
●​ Some more evidence to support that is… 
●​ That seems accurate because the text says… 

Elaborate ●​ Expanding on that point… 
●​ Adding another point… 
●​ Building upon what … said… 

Challenge ●​ Have you considered… 
●​ Some people would argue… 
●​ Interesting viewpoint, but consider… 

Summarize ●​ The main point seems to be… 
●​ What I think I heard you say was… 

Clarify ●​ Which part of the text said…? 
●​ Can you simplify your point about…? 
●​ What did you mean when you said…? 

Connect ●​ This reminds me of… 
●​ Circling back to what … said… 
●​ I think … relates to…because… 

What does a teacher do during the seminar? 

The teacher’s job is to establish and maintain a risk-taking atmosphere, where you feel comfortable 
sharing your ideas and connecting with one another. I will listen closely to student responses and 
ask follow-up questions (but only if absolutely necessary). 

I will also take notes as needed on the frequency and quality of each person’s contributions, as well 
as your willingness to listen to others (It will be noted if you continuously  interrupt others or 
dominate without listening to others.) 
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Step 7 
Review the rubric for the Socratic seminar. Highlight key words and circle any words or phrases you don’t understand. Then, complete 

the Rubric Reflection Sort that follows.  

SOCRATIC SEMINAR RUBRIC 

Criteria Exceeds (4) Meets (3) Approaching (2) Below (1) 

Socratic Seminar Preparation  

SL.9-10.1.a. Come to discussions prepared, 
having read and researched material under 
study; explicitly draw on that preparation by 
referring to evidence from texts and other 
research on the topic or issue to stimulate a 
thoughtful, well-reasoned exchange of ideas.  

Demonstrates thorough 
preparation by thoroughly 
reading the text and 
completing the seminar 
reference sheet. Develops 
thoughtful, open-ended 
questions with textual 
evidence.  

Demonstrates solid 
preparation by reading the 
text and completing most 
parts of the seminar 
reference sheet. Develops 
relevant questions that 
refer to the text. 

Demonstrates partial 
preparation; seminar 
reference sheet may be 
incomplete or superficial. 
Reading may be 
incomplete or rushed. 
Questions are basic, 
closed-ended, or only 
loosely based on the text. 

Demonstrates minimal 
preparation; seminar 
reference sheet is missing, 
mostly blank, or off-topic. 
Shows little or no evidence 
of having read the text. Few 
or no questions are 
developed, or questions are 
unrelated to the material. 

Socratic Seminar Participation  

SL.9-10.1.a. Come to discussions prepared, 
having read and researched material under 
study; explicitly draw on that preparation by 
referring to evidence from texts and other 
research on the topic or issue to stimulate a 
thoughtful, well-reasoned exchange of 
ideas. 

Skillfully and effectively 
integrates evidence from 
the text. References to the 
text demonstrate deep 
understanding of the text. 
Evidence is relevant and 
enhances the student's 
ideas, stimulating a 
thoughtful, well-reasoned 
exchange. 

Uses relevant evidence 
from the text. References 
show understanding of the 
text and generally support 
the student's ideas. 
Contributions add 
meaningfully to the 
discussion. 

Occasionally refers to the 
text, but references may 
be general, unclear, or only 
loosely connected to the 
student's points. 
Demonstrates a limited 
understanding of the text. 
Connections to the 
discussion are sometimes 
underdeveloped.​  

Rarely or never refers to 
the text. Contributions 
show minimal 
understanding or 
misinterpretation of the 
text and are largely 
unsupported, limiting the 
depth and quality of the 
discussion. 
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SL.9-10.1.c. Propel conversations by posing 
and responding to questions that relate the 
current discussion to broader themes or 
larger ideas; actively incorporate others into 
the discussion; and clarify, verify, or 
challenge ideas and conclusions.  

Consistently drives the 
conversation forward by 
posing insightful questions 
that connect to broader 
themes and ideas, and 
actively engages others by 
clarifying, verifying, or 
challenging ideas in a 
constructive way. 

Poses relevant questions 
that relate the discussion 
to larger ideas and actively 
incorporates others into 
the conversation by 
responding thoughtfully 
and engaging with ideas 
and conclusions. 

Poses questions that are 
somewhat related to the 
broader themes but may 
not fully advance the 
conversation or engage 
others effectively in 
clarifying or challenging 
ideas. 

Rarely poses meaningful 
questions or connects the 
discussion to larger ideas, 
offering minimal 
engagement with others or 
failing to clarify or 
challenge ideas and 
conclusions effectively. 

 
SL.9-10.1.d. Respond thoughtfully to diverse 
perspectives, summarize points of 
agreement and disagreement, and, when 
warranted, qualify or justify their own views 
and understanding and make new 
connections in light of the evidence and 
reasoning presented. 

Thoughtfully responds to 
diverse perspectives, 
effectively summarizes 
areas of agreement and 
disagreement, and justifies 
or qualifies their own 
views while making new 
connections based on 
evidence and reasoning. 

Responds thoughtfully to 
different viewpoints, 
summarizes points of 
agreement and 
disagreement, and justifies 
their views or makes 
connections to the 
discussion when 
appropriate. 

Responds to diverse 
perspectives but may lack 
depth in summarizing 
agreements or 
disagreements, and may 
not consistently justify or 
make connections to their 
own views. 

Struggles to respond 
thoughtfully to diverse 
perspectives, fails to clearly 
summarize points of 
agreement or 
disagreement, and rarely 
justifies or makes 
connections to their own 
views. 
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RUBRIC REFLECTION SORT  

Sort the items in the list below by copying and pasting them into the appropriate rubric row. (The first one is done for you!) This will help you understand how 
to prepare for and participate in the Socratic seminar.  

1.​ Read the text thoroughly and take notes in my journal 

2.​ Complete the Socratic seminar reference sheet 

3.​ Develop thoughtful, open-ended questions with textual 
evidence 

4.​ Pose new or unique questions that generate discussion 

5.​ Listen carefully to your classmates’ questions and ideas during 
the seminar  

6.​ Summarize points or restate others perspectives to show you are actively 
listening 

7.​ Respond thoughtfully to your classmates’ questions and ideas during the seminar 

8.​ Make relevant and insightful connections to the text and to others’ ideas during 
the seminar  

9.​ Encourage others to contribute by inviting them into the discussion  

10.​ Respectfully disagree and/or challenge ideas in a constructive way 

Criteria Exceeds (4) Sort the list items below 

Socratic Seminar Preparation  

SL.9-10.1.a. Come to discussions prepared, having 
read and researched material under study; explicitly 
draw on that preparation by referring to evidence 
from texts and other research on the topic or issue to 
stimulate a thoughtful, well-reasoned exchange of 
ideas.  

Demonstrates thorough preparation by 
thoroughly reading the text and completing 
the seminar reference sheet. Develops 
thoughtful, open-ended questions with 
textual evidence.  

1.​ Read the text thoroughly and take notes in my 
journal 

Socratic Seminar Participation  

SL.9-10.1.a. Come to discussions prepared, having 
read and researched material under study; explicitly 
draw on that preparation by referring to evidence 
from texts and other research on the topic or issue to 
stimulate a thoughtful, well-reasoned exchange of 
ideas. 

Skillfully and effectively integrates evidence 
from the text. References to the text 
demonstrate deep understanding of the 
text. Evidence is relevant and enhances the 
student's ideas, stimulating a thoughtful, 
well-reasoned exchange. 

 

    ​    Unit 3 Summative Assessment: Bearing Witness  15 



 

SL.9-10.1.c. Propel conversations by posing and 
responding to questions that relate the current 
discussion to broader themes or larger ideas; actively 
incorporate others into the discussion; and clarify, 
verify, or challenge ideas and conclusions.  

Consistently drives the conversation 
forward by posing insightful questions that 
connect to broader themes and ideas, and 
actively engages others by clarifying, 
verifying, or challenging ideas in a 
constructive way. 

 

 
SL.9-10.1.d. Respond thoughtfully to diverse 
perspectives, summarize points of agreement and 
disagreement, and, when warranted, qualify or justify 
their own views and understanding and make new 
connections in light of the evidence and reasoning 
presented. 

Thoughtfully responds to diverse 
perspectives, effectively summarizes areas 
of agreement and disagreement, and 
justifies or qualifies their own views while 
making new connections based on evidence 
and reasoning.  
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Step 8 
Actively participate in a Socratic seminar during class on _____________ [date of seminar]. 
Complete the Outer Circle Note Catcher.  

 

OUTER CIRCLE NOTE CATCHER 

Directions: Observe the inner circle Socratic seminar. Listen actively and take note of any especially 
thought provoking questions and responses in the table below.  

*Whenever possible, record the name of the person who shared the idea.  

Question  
(and who raised it) 

Answers/responses  
(and who said them)  

This question and the 
answers/responses…. 

  ​ challenged my thinking 
 

​ changed my thinking  
 

​ confirmed my thinking  

  ​ challenged my thinking 
 

​ changed my thinking  
 

​ confirmed my thinking 

  ​ challenged my thinking 
 

​ changed my thinking  
 

​ confirmed my thinking  

  ​ challenged my thinking 
 

​ changed my thinking  
 

​ confirmed my thinking  
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Final Thoughts  
(Complete this section after the seminar.) 

What was the best idea or question shared in the seminar? Why?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What are some follow up ideas you have that they didn’t mention or ask but you wish they would have?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

What new insights do you have after listening to your classmates’ discussion? 
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Step 9 Complete the Socratic Seminar Reflective Writing.  

SOCRATIC SEMINAR REFLECTIVE WRITING  

 Think 

Individually answer the following questions:  

1.​ What was this experience like for you? 

 

2.​ Did you feel understood by your peers? Explain.  

 

3.​ What were some ideas and points that challenged or changed your thinking?  

 

4.​ What new ideas do you have, based on the discussion? 

 

5.​ What is one idea you would like to explore further?  

 

Pair  

Discuss the questions above with your partner.  

 

Share  

Choose one question and response to share with the whole class.  
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