
 

Mini Individual Oral Presentation Guide   
 ​      MAKE A COPY OF THIS DOCUMENT AND SAVE IT TO YOUR OWN DRIVE. 

Your final assessment asks you to develop and deliver an individual oral presentation to the class.  

Mini Individual Oral Presentation Guide   

Brainstorming  

Step 1 Looking Inward  ​  

Step 2 Looking Out  ​  

Step 3 Looking Beyond  ​  

Step 4 Which way do you want to look?  ​  

Thesis Statement 

Step 5 Revisit the topic you chose, circle key words in the prompt, and draft a thesis statement.  ​  

Step 6 Review the example and non-example thesis statements and revise your own thesis statement.  ​  

Step 7 “Pitch” your thesis to your classmate for feedback, and reflect on new ideas.  ​  

Evidence Collection  

Step 8 Complete the evidence collection chart with quotations from the story to support your thesis.  ​  

   Step 9 
Make connections between your story and real world events or other works of art in order to 

support your thesis statement.  
​  

Mind Map and Outline  

  Step 10 Create a mind map to organize your main points, evidence, and connections. ​  

Step 11 Reflect on your mind map and make adjustments.  ​  

Step 12 Develop a full outline for your oral presentation.  ​  
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Rubric  

Step 13 Review the rubric for the individual oral presentation.  ​  

Peer Review and Feedback 

Step 14 Peer Review Round 1: Give and receive peer review on content and structure.  ​  

Step 15 Peer Review Round 2: Give and receive feedback on a full practice presentation. ​  

The Mini Individual Oral Presentation 

Step 16 Make final preparations and then deliver your mini individual oral presentation to an audience.  ​  

 

Common Core Standards  
 

RL.9-10.1. Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as 

inferences drawn from the text.  
RL.9-10.2. Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze in detail its development over the course of the 

text, including how it emerges and is shaped and refined by specific details; provide an objective summary of the text.  

RL.9-10.3. Analyze how complex characters (e.g., those with multiple or conflicting motivations) develop over the 

course of a text, interact with other characters, and advance the plot or develop the theme.  
RL.9-10.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the text, including figurative and 

connotative meanings; analyze the cumulative impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone (e.g., how the 

language evokes a sense of time and place; how it sets a formal or informal tone).  
W.9-10.4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to 

task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific expectations for writing types are defined in standards 1–3 above).  
W.9-10.5. Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new 

approach, focusing on addressing what is most significant for a specific purpose and audience. 

SL.9-10.2. Integrate multiple sources of information presented in diverse media or formats (e.g., visually, 

quantitatively, orally), evaluating the credibility and accuracy of each source.  
SL.9-10.4. Present information, findings, and supporting evidence clearly, concisely, and logically such that listeners 

can follow the line of reasoning and the organization, development, substance, and style are appropriate to purpose, 

audience, and task.  
SL.9-10.5. Make strategic use of digital media (e.g., textual, graphical, audio, visual, and interactive elements) in 

presentations to enhance understanding of findings, reasoning, and evidence and to add interest.  

SL.9-10.6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, such as conducting interviews, participating in public 

performances, or debating an issue from either side, demonstrating command of formal English when indicated or 

appropriate; use appropriate eye contact, adequate volume, and clear pronunciation. 
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BRAINSTORMING  

Step 1 Looking Inward  

 

Think about a story you’ve read this year that has impacted you in some way. This can be a 
novel, memoir, short story, play, or other fiction or nonfiction narrative that you’ve read.  
 
How did it have an impact on your life or help you understand something new about yourself? 
Why did you connect deeply with this story?  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Think about the elements of the story more specifically. Which characters, conflict, and setting are most 
memorable for you? Explain why you connected with each. 

Remember, you can connect to a story in many different ways. Look beyond obvious or superficial similarities. 

Character  
 
 
 
 
 

Conflict  
 
 
 
 
 

Setting  
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Step 2 Looking Out 

 

Think about a story you’ve read this year that has helped you understand a different 
person’s experiences or perspective. This can be a novel, memoir, short story, play, or other 
fiction or nonfiction narrative that you’ve read.  
 
What story has been a window into experiences, circumstances, or worlds outside your 
own? How did that story change or widen your perspective? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Think about the elements of the story more specifically. Which characters, conflict, and setting are the most 
memorable? What new perspectives did you gain from them?  

Character  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Conflict  
 
 
 
 
 

Setting  
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Step 3 Looking Beyond 

 

Think about a story you’ve read this year that has a message or lesson that you can apply 
to the world around you. This theme can be from a novel, memoir, short story, play, or 
other fiction or nonfiction narrative that you’ve read.  
 
What story and theme are important for your community or the larger world to 
understand, and why?  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Think about the elements of the story more specifically. Describe how specific characters, conflict, and 
setting contribute to that theme.  

Character  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Conflict  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Setting  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Summative Assessment: Unit 7: From Page to Presentation  5  



 

Step 4 Which way do you want to look? 

 

Reflect on the ideas and insights you’ve generated during your brainstorming. What topic do you want to 
discuss and share during your individual oral presentation?  

 
 
 
 

Circle one:  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Looking Inward: I want to 
discuss and share how a 
story has impacted me or 
helped me understand 
something about myself. 

Looking Out: I want to 
discuss and share how a 
story has helped me 
understand different 
perspectives.  

Looking Beyond: I want to 
discuss and share a theme 
from a story that I think the 
world needs to understand.  

Think about this topic and what you want to say. What should your audience learn from you during the 
presentation? Set a timer and free-write for five minutes.  
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Thesis Statement 

Step 5 Revisit the topic you chose, circle key words in the prompt, and draft a thesis statement.  

Find your topic, review the prompt, and highlight key words and phrases. Then, draft a thesis 
statement in answer to the prompt (only for the topic you chose!).  

Remember: Your thesis statement is the backbone of your presentation—it should clearly express 
your main idea, set the purpose of your presentation, and engage your audience. Your presentation 
should inform, persuade, and engage, so your thesis must be clear, specific, and thought-provoking. 

Looking In  Prompt 1: Think about a story you’ve read this year that has impacted you in some way. 
This can be a novel, memoir, short story, play, or other fiction or nonfiction narrative that 
you’ve read. How did this story have an impact on your life or help you understand something 
new about yourself?  

My draft of a thesis statement:  
 
 
 

Looking Out  Prompt 2: Think about a story you’ve read this year that has helped you understand a 
different person’s experiences or perspective. This can be a novel, memoir, short story, play, 
or other fiction or nonfiction narrative that you’ve read. What story has been a window into 
experiences, circumstances, or worlds outside your own and how did that story change or widen 
your perspective? 

My draft of a thesis statement:  
 
 
 
 

Looking 
Beyond  

Prompt 3: Think about a story you’ve read this year that has a message or lesson that you 
can apply to the world around you. This theme can be from a novel, memoir, short story, 
play, or other fiction or nonfiction narrative that you’ve read. What story and theme are 
important for your community or the larger world to understand, and why?  

My draft of a thesis statement:  
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Step 6 Review the example and non-example thesis statements and revise your own thesis statement.  

A strong thesis statement responds to the prompt and is clear, specific, and thought-provoking.  

Example thesis statement Non-example thesis statement 

Prompt 1: Encanto impacted me by showing that family 

expectations can shape self-worth, as Mirabel’s 

struggle to fit in her magically gifted family helped me 

realize that I shouldn’t base my personal value on 

others’ standards. 

Prompt 1: Encanto is an impactful movie that 

taught me an important lesson about family and 

how people should be themselves no matter 

what.  

What makes the example thesis statement stronger than the non-example? 

 
 
 

Prompt 2: Coco widened my perspective by deepening 

my understanding of the importance of honoring 

ancestors in Mexican culture and helped me realize 

how connecting with the past can shape a person’s 

identity.  

Prompt 2: Coco helped me understand different 

cultures because it shows why traditions are 

important, and why family history is important in 

some cultures.  

What makes the example thesis statement stronger than the non-example? 

 
 
 
 

Prompt 3: How to Train Your Dragon demonstrates that 

overcoming fear and misunderstanding through 

communication is the key to peace, as Hiccup and 

Toothless prove that trust and empathy can bring even 

the most unlikely groups together. 

Prompt 3: How to Train Your Dragon is about how 

Hiccup tames a dragon, and it has a good 

message about working together, because the 

Vikings and dragons just needed to get along, 

which is similar to real life. 

What makes the example thesis statement stronger than the non-example? 
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Step 7 “Pitch” your thesis to your classmate for feedback, and reflect on new ideas.  

Without a clear thesis, your presentation can lack focus and direction, making it difficult to engage 
your audience and guide them through your main points (even if you have great ideas to share!). 

Share your thesis and ideas with a peer in a 30-second elevator pitch to "sell" your thesis and get 
feedback. An elevator pitch is a persuasive introduction of an idea or a product that can be delivered in a 

short amount of time (like the length of an elevator ride!). Answer the following questions to prepare 

your pitch.  

1.​ What is your thesis 

statement?  

 
 
 

2.​ Why and how did 

you come up with 

this thesis 

statement?  

 

3.​ How does the story 

support the points 

you want to make? 

Be specific. 

 

4.​ What are you 

unsure about? Or, 

what ideas or 

suggestions would 

you appreciate?  
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After you give your elevator pitch, ask your peer to verbally answer the following questions. Take notes as 

they talk.  

1.​ What ideas did you 

hear that are 

convincing and/or 

make sense to you?  

 
 
 

2.​ What ideas did you 

hear that are not 

convincing and/or 

don’t make sense to 

you?  

 

3.​ What should I add or 

change to strengthen 

my thesis statement? 

 
 
 
 
 

4.​  What are some other 

examples from the 

story that support my 

thesis?  

 

 

Now that you’ve received feedback, you need to reflect, evaluate it and decide what to do next! 

Feedback is only useful when you use it to learn and improve in order to move forward. 

 

Based on the feedback 

you received, how will 

you revise or improve 

your thesis statement? 

 
 
 
 
 
 

What new ideas do you 

have for your 

presentation?  
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EVIDENCE COLLECTION 

Step 8 Complete the evidence collection chart with quotations from the story to support your thesis.  

Just like when you are preparing to write an essay, you need to collect evidence to support your ideas in your presentation. Your 
evidence will come from the story you are discussing, whether it is a novel, a short story, or some other kind of narrative. 

Quotation from the text, with proper 

citation,  “like this” (Author 23). 

Description of what’s happening in 

the story at this time (context) 

How or why does this evidence support your thesis statement?  
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Step 9 Make connections between your story and real world events or other works of art in order to support your thesis statement.  

One way to engage your audience or hook their attention as you are sharing your ideas is to make connections to the real world or 
other works of art, media, or music that illustrate or support your points. Brainstorm some connections between your topic and the 
categories in the table below. For each category, describe at least one connection in detail.  

Another piece of 
literature (poem, 
other story, etc.) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A movie  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A TV series   
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A song  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A current or 
historical event  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A work of art   
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MIND MAP AND OUTLINE 

Step 10 Create a mind map to organize your main points, evidence, and connections. 

A mind map allows you to visually organize your ideas by drawing connections between your thesis and your supporting ideas and 
details. Follow the steps below to develop a mind map for your presentation. Use the example as a visual model to get you started. 

​ Write your thesis in the center of a circle in the middle of a blank page. 
​ Draw circles for your main supporting ideas, drawing lines from each circle back to the thesis. 
​ From each supporting idea, branch out into subpoints with textual evidence, media connections, and/or personal reflections. 
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Step 11 Reflect on your mind map and make adjustments.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Before you start your outline, look at your mind map.  

 

1.​ Do you have enough evidence for each supporting idea?  
2.​ Are parts of your mind map crowded with quotations and song connections, while others are bare?  
3.​ Did you come up with any new ideas that made you realize you want to add more to your presentation?  

 

If you can answer yes to any of the above questions, consider splitting a single supporting idea into two different points, finding more 
evidence where there are gaps, or even revising your thesis statement if necessary. Take some time to make some adjustments before 
moving on to complete your outline.  
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Step 12 Develop a full outline for your oral presentation.  

Once you have reflected on your mind map, review the example outline below. Use it as inspiration to complete your outline. 
Remember, the job of an outline is to provide a structure that leads your audience through your ideas. Each section should connect back 
to prove your thesis and help your audience understand what you are trying to share. 

EXAMPLE OUTLINE 

HOOK (Eg. personal anecdote, thought-provoking quotation, question, fact, song or movie clip, etc.) 
 
Raise your hand if you can tell me what movie these song lyrics are from:   
 
I would heal what's broken 
Show this family something new 
Who I am inside, so what can I do? 
I'm sick of waiting on a miracle, so here I go 
 
They are from Encanto. Mirabel sings these words after her cousin receives his magical gift. For a lot of 
people, these lyrics are just a beautiful song that help us learn about a character’s inner conflict. But 
for me, this moment hit home in a way I didn’t expect. 

MEDIA ACCOMPANIMENT  
 
Project song lyrics on slide 1 of my 
presentation slide deck, with a link to 
audio clip of just this part of the song  

THESIS STATEMENT 
 
Encanto impacted me by showing that family expectations can shape self-worth, as Mirabel’s struggle 
to fit in her magically gifted family helped me realize that I shouldn’t base my personal value on 
others’ standards. 

MEDIA ACCOMPANIMENT  
 
Picture of Mirabel’s family and a picture 
of my sister playing the violin at a concert 
side by side on slide 2 of my presentation 
slide deck  

TRANSITION ⇓ 
Transition to first supporting idea with two questions: What makes a person valuable, or even 

magical? Is it a talent or ability they have, or just the fact of who they are? 

MEDIA ACCOMPANIMENT  
 
Clip art picture of a person thinking on 
slide 3 of my presentation slide deck  
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OUTLINE TEMPLATE 
 

HOOK (Eg. personal anecdote, thought-provoking quotation, question, fact, song or movie clip, etc.) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MEDIA ACCOMPANIMENT  
 

THESIS STATEMENT 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MEDIA ACCOMPANIMENT  
 

TRANSITION ⇓ 

 

 

 

MEDIA ACCOMPANIMENT  
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SUPPORTING IDEA #1 
 
 
 
 
 

SUPPORTING DETAILS, EVIDENCE and/or CONNECTIONS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MEDIA ACCOMPANIMENT  
 

TRANSITION ⇓ 

 

 

 

 

MEDIA ACCOMPANIMENT  
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SUPPORTING IDEA #2 
 
 
 
 
 

SUPPORTING DETAILS, EVIDENCE and/or CONNECTIONS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MEDIA ACCOMPANIMENT  
 

TRANSITION ⇓ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MEDIA ACCOMPANIMENT  
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SUPPORTING IDEA #3 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SUPPORTING DETAILS, EVIDENCE and/or CONNECTIONS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MEDIA ACCOMPANIMENT  
 

TRANSITION ⇓ 

 

 

 

 

MEDIA ACCOMPANIMENT  
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CONCLUSION (restate your thesis, call to action, parting thoughts)  

 

MEDIA ACCOMPANIMENT  
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RUBRIC: MINI ORAL PRESENTATION  

Step 13 Review the rubric for the individual oral presentation.  

First, review the rubric for the individual oral presentation. Highlight key words and circle any words or phrases you don’t understand. 
Then, respond to the questions below each row.   

Criterion Exceeds (4) In my own words…  

Themes and Evidence 

RL.9-10.1. Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to 

support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as 

inferences drawn from the text.  

RL.9-10.2. Determine a theme or central idea of a text and 

analyze in detail its development over the course of the text, 

including how it emerges and is shaped and refined by 

specific details; provide an objective summary of the text.  

Skillfully analyzes themes and fully 

develops ideas by synthesizing insights 

from multiple texts. Thoughtfully applies 

literary lessons to personal growth and 

real-world issues, demonstrating a deep 

understanding of diverse perspectives. 

Strong use of textual evidence to support 

claims. 

What does this look and sound like in a 
presentation? 

What does my outline need to include for me to be successful? 

 

What do I need to practice in order to be successful for this criterion? 
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Criterion Exceeds (4) In my own words…  

Presentation Structure & Clarity (Flow) 

SL.9-10.4. Present information, findings, and supporting 

evidence clearly, concisely, and logically such that listeners 

can follow the line of reasoning and the organization, 

development, substance, and style are appropriate to 

purpose, audience, and task.  

RL.9-10.1. Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to 

support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as 

inferences drawn from the text.  

L.9-10.1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of 

standard English grammar and usage when writing or 

speaking. 

Clearly organized with a strong, reflective 

thesis and logical progression of ideas. 

Skillfully integrates direct and indirect 

quotations to support claims while 

maintaining originality and fluency.​  

What does this look and sound like in a 
presentation? 

What does my outline need to include for me to be successful? 

 

 

 

What do I need to practice in order to be successful for this criterion? 
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Criterion Exceeds (4) In my own words…  

Use of Media & Visuals 
SL.9-10.2. Integrate multiple sources of information 

presented in diverse media or formats (e.g., visually, 

quantitatively, orally), evaluating the credibility and accuracy 

of each source.  

SL.9-10.5. Make strategic use of digital media (e.g., textual, 

graphical, audio, visual, and interactive elements) in 

presentations to enhance understanding of findings, 

reasoning, and evidence and to add interest.  

Thoughtfully and effectively includes 

visuals, audio, and digital media that are 

relevant to the thesis and enhance 

audience understanding of the message. 

Multi-media elements are well-chosen, 

well-integrated, and engaging without 

being distracting. 

What does this look and sound like in a 
presentation? 

What does my outline need to include for me to be successful? 

 

 

 

What do I need to practice in order to be successful for this criterion? 
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Criterion Exceeds (4) In my own words…  

Presentation Delivery 
SL.9-10.6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, 

such as conducting interviews, participating in public 

performances, or debating an issue from either side, 

demonstrating command of formal English when indicated 

or appropriate; use appropriate eye contact, adequate 

volume, and clear pronunciation. 

Skillfully employs strategies to engage the 

audience: poise, strong eye contact, clear 

pronunciation, appropriate tone, 

appropriate use of gestures, and varied 

pacing. 

What does this look and sound like in a 
presentation? 

What does my outline need to include for me to be successful? 

 

 

What do I need to practice in order to be successful for this criterion? 
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Criterion Exceeds (4) In my own words…  

Grammar & Language Use 

SL.9-10.6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, 

such as conducting interviews, participating in public 

performances, or debating an issue from either side, 

demonstrating command of formal English when indicated 

or appropriate; use appropriate eye contact, adequate 

volume, and clear pronunciation. (See grades 9–10 Language 

standards 1 and 3 for specific expectations).  

L.9-10.1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of 

standard English grammar and usage when writing or 

speaking. 

L.9-10.3. Apply knowledge of language to understand how 

language functions in different contexts, to make effective 

choices for meaning or style, and to comprehend more fully 

when reading or listening. 

Demonstrates a strong command of the 

conventions of standard English with varied 

sentence structure, precise word choice, 

and appropriate tone for the audience and 

task. 

What does this look and sound like in a 
presentation? 

What does my outline need to include for me to be successful? 

 

 

What do I need to practice in order to be successful for this criterion? 
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PEER REVIEW AND FEEDBACK 
 

Step 14 Peer Review Round 1: Give and receive peer review on content and structure.  

A successful presentation should inform, persuade, and engage your audience. The first step towards achieving this is to make sure 
that your ideas are convincing, well-supported, and well organized.  For your first round of presentation practice and peer review, you 
don’t need anything except your outline or note-cards: no visuals, audio, film clips, etc. The focus is only on the content of your 
presentation: your ideas and how you’ve organized them to make your point.  

Follow the steps below to practice your presentation in front of peers and get their feedback: 

1.​ Find a partner to listen to your presentation and give you feedback.  
2.​ Give your partner your feedback sheet from this guide and review it with them. Discuss 

what they should be looking for and the kind of feedback you need (content, ideas, 
organization, flow… not your delivery or use of visuals/audio/media!). 

3.​ After you present, collect the feedback sheet and use their feedback to make revisions to 
your outline or notes.  

4.​ Keep practicing your presentation! 
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Give this paper to the person giving you feedback on your presentation. ​ 
 

Presenter’s name: ________________________​ ​ ​ ​ Peer reviewer’s name: _________________________ 

As you listen to your partner’s presentation, focus on content, ideas, and organization—not delivery or use of visuals/media. 

During the presentation:  

Use the prompts below to take notes as you listen during the presentation.  

●​Restate or summarize their thesis: 

 

●​Write down their main points as you hear them: 

 

●​Take note of anything that sparks your interest or offers a new perspective:  

 

●​ Write down any questions you have (moments you are confused, ideas you want to clarify, points that need more explanation or 
evidence): 
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After the presentation  

Provide specific, constructive feedback on two rows of the rubric: Themes and Evidence, and Presentation Structure & Clarity (Flow).  

Criteria Exceeds (4) Meets (3) Approaching (2) Below (1) 

Themes and 
Evidence  
 

Skillfully analyzes themes and fully 
develops ideas by synthesizing insights 
from multiple texts. Thoughtfully applies 
literary lessons to personal growth and 
real-world issues, demonstrating a deep 
understanding of diverse perspectives. 
Strong use of textual evidence to support 
claims. 

Clearly analyzes themes 
with relevant connections 
to personal and real-world 
experiences. Synthesizes 
ideas from multiple texts 
and perspectives with 
effective textual support. 

Attempts to analyze themes 
and make connections, but 
ideas lack depth or clear 
synthesis. Uses minimal 
textual evidence. 

Little to no theme 
analysis, synthesis, or 
real-world application. 
Ideas are unclear or 
unsupported by 
evidence. 

   Circle a score above.  What would you add or change to improve the presentation?  

 

 

Presentation 
Structure & 
Clarity (Flow) 

Clearly organized with a strong, 
reflective thesis and logical progression 
of ideas. Skillfully integrates direct and 
indirect quotations to support claims 
while maintaining originality and fluency. 

Well-organized with a clear 
thesis and logical structure. 
Effectively incorporates 
textual evidence with 
mostly smooth integration.  

Somewhat unclear 
structure, weak thesis, or 
underdeveloped ideas. Uses 
textual evidence but may 
not integrate it smoothly. 

Disorganized, lacks a 
clear thesis, or ideas are 
disconnected. Minimal 
or no use of textual 
evidence. 

   Circle a score above.  What would you add or change to improve the presentation?  
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Step 15 Peer Review Round 2: Give and receive feedback on a full practice presentation. 

For your second round of presentation practice and peer review, you will need your  outline or note-cards, as well as your visuals, audio, 
film clips, or any other media you will use.  

The focus of this peer feedback is on your presentation as a whole: the content AND your delivery 
and integration of media. That means your peer reviewer will be giving you feedback on your ideas, 
your evidence, and how you’ve organized them to make your point, as well as how you are able to 
engage your audience with effective presentation skills and appropriate use of media (visuals, etc.). 

Follow the steps below to practice your presentation in front of peers and get their feedback: 

1.​ Find a partner to listen to your presentation and give you feedback.  
2.​ Give your partner your feedback sheet from this guide and review it with them. Discuss 

what they should be looking for and the kind of feedback you need. 
3.​ After you present, collect the feedback sheet and use their feedback to make revisions to your presentation.  
4.​ Keep practicing your presentation! 
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Give this paper to the person giving you feedback on your presentation. ​ 
 

As you listen to your partner’s presentation, focus on the presentation as a whole: the content AND the delivery and integration of 
media.  

During the presentation 

●​ Restate or summarize their thesis: 

 

●​ Write down their main points as you hear them: 

 

●​ Take note of anything that sparks your interest or offers a new perspective:  

 

●​ Write down any questions you have (moments you are confused, ideas you want to clarify, points that need more explanation 
or evidence): 

 

●​ Take note of visuals, audio, film, or any other media used. Is it well-integrated? Does it serve a clear purpose? Is it engaging 
and effective or distracting? 
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After the presentation 

Provide specific, constructive feedback using the entire rubric.  

Criteria Exceeds (4) Meets (3) Approaching (2) Below (1) 

Themes and Evidence  

RL.9-10.1. Cite strong and thorough 

textual evidence to support analysis of 

what the text says explicitly as well as 

inferences drawn from the text.  

RL.9-10.2. Determine a theme or central 

idea of a text and analyze in detail its 

development over the course of the text, 

including how it emerges and is shaped 

and refined by specific details; provide an 

objective summary of the text.  

Skillfully analyzes themes 

and fully develops ideas by 

synthesizing insights from 

multiple texts. Thoughtfully 

applies literary lessons to 

personal growth and 

real-world issues, 

demonstrating a deep 

understanding of diverse 

perspectives. Strong use of 

textual evidence to support 

claims. 

Clearly analyzes themes 

with relevant 

connections to personal 

and real-world 

experiences. 

Synthesizes ideas from 

multiple texts and 

perspectives with 

effective textual 

support. 

Attempts to analyze 

themes and make 

connections, but ideas 

lack depth or clear 

synthesis. Uses 

minimal textual 

evidence. 

Little to no theme 

analysis, synthesis, or 

real-world application. 

Ideas are unclear or 

unsupported by 

evidence. 

  Circle a score above.  What would you add or change to improve the presentation?  
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Presentation Structure & Clarity 
(Flow) 

SL.9-10.4. Present information, findings, and 

supporting evidence clearly, concisely, and 

logically such that listeners can follow the line 

of reasoning and the organization, 

development, substance, and style are 

appropriate to purpose, audience, and task.  

RL.9-10.1. Cite strong and thorough textual 

evidence to support analysis of what the text 

says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from 

the text.  

L.9-10.1. Demonstrate command of the 

conventions of standard English grammar and 

usage when writing or speaking. 

Clearly organized with a 

strong, reflective thesis and 

logical progression of ideas. 

Skillfully integrates direct 

and indirect quotations to 

support claims while 

maintaining originality and 

fluency.​  

Well-organized with a 

clear thesis and logical 

structure. Effectively 

incorporates textual 

evidence with mostly 

smooth integration.  

Somewhat unclear 

structure, weak thesis, 

or underdeveloped 

ideas. Uses textual 

evidence but may not 

integrate it smoothly.​  

Disorganized, lacks a 

clear thesis, or ideas 

are disconnected. 

Minimal or no use of 

textual evidence. 

  Circle a score above.  What would you add or change to improve the presentation?  
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Use of Media & Visuals 

SL.9-10.2. Integrate multiple sources of 

information presented in diverse media or 

formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, orally), 

evaluating the credibility and accuracy of each 

source.  

SL.9-10.5. Make strategic use of digital media 

(e.g., textual, graphical, audio, visual, and 

interactive elements) in presentations to 

enhance understanding of findings, reasoning, 

and evidence and to add interest.  

Thoughtfully and effectively 

includes visuals, audio, and 

digital media that are 

relevant to the thesis and 

enhance audience 

understanding of the 

message. Multi-media 

elements are well-chosen, 

well-integrated, and 

engaging without being 

distracting. 

Includes visuals, audio, 

and digital media that 

are relevant to the 

thesis and enhance 

audience understanding 

of the message. 

Multi-media elements 

are mostly well-chosen, 

well-integrated, and 

engaging without being 

distracting. 

Includes some visuals, 

audio, and digital 

media, but they may 

not always be relevant 

or effective. 

Multi-media elements 

are somewhat 

well-chosen and 

well-integrated, but 

may be distracting. 

Little to no use of 

visuals, audio, and/or 

digital media. 

Multi-media elements 

are not well-chosen or 

well-integrated.  

  Circle a score above.  What would you add or change to improve the presentation?  

 

Summative Assessment: Unit 7: From Page to Presentation  35  



 

Presentation Delivery 

SL.9-10.6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts 

and tasks, such as conducting interviews, 

participating in public performances, or 

debating an issue from either side, 

demonstrating command of formal English 

when indicated or appropriate; use appropriate 

eye contact, adequate volume, and clear 

pronunciation. 

Skillfully employs strategies 

to engage the audience: 

poise, strong eye contact, 

clear pronunciation, 

appropriate tone, 

appropriate use of gestures, 

and varied pacing. 

Employs strategies to 

engage the audience: 

clear and confident 

speech with some 

variation in tone and 

pace; occasional lapses 

in eye contact or 

pronunciation. 

Attempts to engage 

the audience but has 

difficulty with clarity, 

tone, audibility, or 

pacing.  

Inaudible, speaks too 

fast/slow, does not 

maintain consistent 

eye contact, and/or 

lacks engagement with 

the audience. 

  Circle a score above.  What would you add or change to improve the presentation?  
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Grammar & Language Use 

SL.9-10.6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts 

and tasks, such as conducting interviews, 

participating in public performances, or 

debating an issue from either side, 

demonstrating command of formal English 

when indicated or appropriate; use appropriate 

eye contact, adequate volume, and clear 

pronunciation. (See grades 9–10 Language 

standards 1 and 3 for specific expectations).  

L.9-10.1. Demonstrate command of the 

conventions of standard English grammar and 

usage when writing or speaking. 

L.9-10.3. Apply knowledge of language to 

understand how language functions in different 

contexts, to make effective choices for meaning 

or style, and to comprehend more fully when 

reading or listening. 

Demonstrates a strong 

command of the 

conventions of standard 

English with varied sentence 

structure, precise word 

choice, and appropriate tone 

for the audience and task. 

Uses correct grammar 

and generally adheres to 

the conventions of 

standard English, with 

minor lapses. Sentence 

structure is varied, and 

word choice is 

appropriate. 

Some grammar errors 

or awkward phrasing 

affect clarity. 

Inconsistent command 

of the conventions of 

standard English. 

Frequent grammar 

errors, unclear 

language, or failure to 

adhere to the 

conventions of 

standard English. 

    Circle a score above.  What would you add or change to improve the presentation?  

 

 

Summative Assessment: Unit 7: From Page to Presentation  37  



 

The Oral Presentation 

Step 16 Make final preparations and then deliver your mini individual oral presentation to an audience.  

Complete this table before your final presentation.  

Date of presentation  

Make a list of what 
you need to do to 

prepare for your final 

presentation.  

 

Make sure to 

consider the feedback 

you received as you 

create your list.  

E.g. review and edit my final outline and copy it into notecards, rehearse one more time, do 
a technology check, etc.  
 

1.  

 

 

2. 

 

 

3. 

 

 

4.  

 

 

5.  

 

 

Now, make a list of 

what you need to bring 

on the day of your 

presentation.  

E.g. notecards, props, etc. 
 

 

2.  

 

 

3.  

 

 

4.  
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Opening Your Presentation: Strategies and Sentence Starters 

Start with a Personal Story or Anecdote 

●​ “I still remember the first time I read this scene—it made me think about my own life in a 
completely new way…” 

●​ “Before I read this book, I never really thought about how much pressure we put on people 
to ‘fit in.’” 

Ask a Thought-Provoking Question 

●​ “What does it really mean to be brave?” 
●​ “Have you ever felt like no one understood your story?” 

Share a Powerful Quote 

●​ “‘We realize the importance of our voices only when we are silenced.’ These words from 
Malala Yousafzai remind me of a key moment in the book I read…” 

●​ “In The Poet X, Elizabeth Acevedo writes, ‘And I think about all the things we could be if 
we were never told our bodies were not built for them.’ This made me stop and reflect.” 

Make a Surprising Statement 

●​ “This story completely changed how I think about forgiveness.” 
●​ “At first, I didn’t think this book had anything to do with me. I was wrong.” 

Use a Media Connection 

●​ “You know that scene in [movie] where everything changes for the character? That 
reminded me of a turning point in the book I read…” 

●​ “When I hear the song ‘[Song Title],’ I think of the main character in my book because…” 

Sentence Starters for Introductions 

●​ “The story I chose to talk about had a bigger impact on me than I expected.” 
●​ “This presentation is about what I learned—not just from the book, but about myself.” 
●​ “I’ve read a lot this year, but this story stood out because…” 
●​ “The theme I’ll be exploring today is…” 
●​ “This book helped me see [issue/topic] in a new way, and I want to share why.” 
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Concluding Your Presentation: Strategies and Sentence Starters 

Restate the Thesis in a Fresh Way 

●​ “Looking back at this story, I realize that it taught me…” 
●​ “Through this book, I’ve come to understand that…” 
●​ “After reflecting on this theme, I now see that…” 

Reflect on the Big Picture 

●​ “This story is important because it reminds us that…” 
●​ “Beyond just my experience, this theme applies to the world because…” 
●​ “When we think about this lesson, it makes us consider…” 

End with a Thought-Provoking Question 

●​ “So, what would happen if more people thought about this idea in their own lives?” 
●​ “How might our world change if we all understood this lesson?” 
●​ “What books have shaped the way you think, and why?” 

Use a Meaningful Quote or Connection 

●​ “As [author] wrote, ‘[quote].’ This connects to my message because…” 
●​ “A song that reminds me of this theme is [song title] because…” 
●​ “This theme isn’t just in literature—it’s reflected in [historical event, film, or real-life 

situation] as well.” 

Give a Call to Action 

●​ “I challenge you to think about a book or story that has changed you and ask yourself 
why.” 

●​ “If you haven’t read this book, I highly recommend it because…” 
●​ “I hope this presentation makes you think about how stories shape the way we see the 

world.” 
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